
1. Title indicates content of paper and at-
tracts the reader’s interest. 
 
2. Introduction clearly and interestingly 
sets up the topic and presents the thesis. 
 
3. Thesis is clearly and precisely stated. 
 
4. Thesis is developed and argued suffi-
ciently with supporting details and specific 
examples from the text(s). Literary inter-
pretation is intelligently and logically sup-
ported with textual evidence and secondary 
criticism 
 
5. Essay shows some originality of 
thought. It does more than give plot sum-
mary. 
 
6. Textual evidence from primary works 
and, when used, information taken from 
secondary sources whether quoted or para-
phrased, are incorporated smoothly, clear-
ly, and appropriately.   
 
7. MLA documentation style has been used 
correctly to document both primary and 
secondary sources used in the paper. 
Works Cited page and bibliographical en-
tries on it have been formatted correctly. 
 
8. The required number of secondary 
sources are used. 
 
9. Overall organization of the paper is logi-
cal. 
 
10. Coherence is maintained through ap-
propriate transitions, strong topic sentenc-
es, and overall sentence clarity. 
 
11. Ending paragraph satisfactorily con-
cludes the essay. 
 
12. Language conventions (grammar, 
spelling, punctuation) are correct. 
 
13. Number of pages short _______ 
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300 points possible __________ 

Student: _____________________________________ 


